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PARLIAMENT. 


SIX, 


LTH O' any thing that may. be ſaid 
or writ in fayour of the Bakers of this 
City will not be heard or read impar- 


_ tially by ſome Perſons who have publickly a- 


vowed, and who have been long accuſtomed to 
unfavourable Opinions concerning them, yet 
I have not the leaſt Doubt of a patient and 


6 you, 
A 2 | whoſe 


FIN 


(4) 


te Integrity and Diſintereſted neſs are ſo welt - 
known; having upon all Occaſions ſhewn” 


- yourſelf firmly nden to Truth and Juſtice. 
I you find the following Obſervations to be 


founded upon undubitable F acts, and that the 
Bakers are really Sufferers under their preſent 


Circumſtances, I aſſure myſelf of your ready 
Concurrence to redreſs their Grievances; and 


for my preſent Opinion, altho* it be found- 
ed upon experimental Sufferings, I ſhall wait 


for the Determination of that wiſe and auguſt 


Body, the Legiſlature, that thence I may con- 
clude whether it be right or wrong; as it 


would be Injuſtice to take up more of your 
Time than is abſolutely neceſſary, I ſhall there- 


fore yithous af * Nen. 


Whilſt he Bill for 1 the Baking 
Trade laſt Seſſions was depending, a Pam- 
phlet was publiſhed, intituled, Confiderations on 
the Caſe of the-Bakers in Dublin, by @ Citizen, 
When I determined to write to you about thoſe 


Matters I found a ſecond Edition of that : 


Work with Additions, and as it ſeemed to 
have been read by, and to have much Weight 


with many of the Members of the Honourable _ 


Houſe of Commons, you will therefore. give 


me Leave to trouble you with a few Obſer- 
vations upon it. 


The Author has — great Pains to prove 
that the Bakers have large Gains on the White 


and Wheaten Bread Trade, and indeed we ever | 


acknow- 


(5) 
acknowledged that we had no Reaſon to com- 
plain of the Profit of that Branch of Trade, 
but it is the ſmall Demand that there is in 
that Way, and in conſequence the Inſignifi- 
cancy of it to us that we complain of: The 


Bakers however have been very unlucky in 


the Manner they proceeded on to deſcribe 


this ®, which was by ſaying, bat there were 


10,000 Leaves of Houſhold Bread made in 
this City for one of White and Wheaten ; great 
Advantage has been on every Occaſion taken 
of this Aſſertion to diſcredit the Bakers, be- 
cauſe of the Improbability of it, and the Gen- 
tleman, our Author, has not forgot to obſerve 
upon it, altho* the Bakers meant no more by 
this high Expreſſion than to ſhew, that that 
Part of their Trade was of little or no Im- 
portance to them. The Fact is thus, the 


Number of Bakers in this City and the adjacent 


Liberties is about 130, and there are but 14 
of them that do any thing conſiderable in the 
White and Wheaten Trade, ſo that to the re- 
maining Number of about 116 this valuable 


Branch of Trade is of no Importance, becauſe 


they make but little or none of it. If it 
ſhould be aſked why they do not make M bite 
and beaten, the Reaſon is becauſe they 


could not fell the Bread; for whilſt there 
was an Houſhold Loaf to be had the People 
would not buy any of the finer Sorts, and 
| Hur will 1 be Bakers found to oblige 
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the Town. with 'Houſtold Bread, in order (o 


create to themſelves a large Demand; for a 
Baker having a large Trade is thereby * * 
to make a Saving outof the Labourof the Trade, 
| befides there is alſo ſomething to be ſaved in 
Furze, for his Oven not having time to grow 
cool takes the leſs Furze every Batch to heat 


3 theſe however are but poor Advantages, 


aud were it not for the Difficulties that muſt 


neceſſarily attend upon leaving a Trade d | 
Which Men are bred*, and engaging in a 


May of Life to which they are entire Stran- 
gers, it is much to be feared rat few if ang 
would follow. the Trade under it's preſent dif- 
advantageous Circumſtances. But amongſt the 
Multicude of Bakers who bake from four; to 
ten Quarters. per Week, the Struggle for a 
Liyelihood is extremely painful, and the Con- 


| ſequence is, chat there is a miſerable Succeſſion 8 
of them in the different Bakeries. in this City, 


many of them tuined and reduced to the deep: 
eſt Diſtreſſes of Life, whillt they are ſucccei- 
ell by other unhappy Adventurers that often 
follow them. It is needleſs to ſay more to 
rvinte, that the before · mentioned great Majo- 


act of —_ neither have nor can have 
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che Benefit of the bite and Wheaton Trade, 


 Fheaten Trade doth not affect the Caſe of the 
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and as upon Enquiry the Truth of what I have 
ſet forth will fully appear, you will, I don't 
doubt, conclude that all the Gentleman has 
ſaid to ſhew the proſitableneſs of the I bite and 


Bakers of this Cicy and the Libertics adja- 


0 cent *. n 


Tube next of the Gentleman's Conſiderations 
which I ſhall obſerve to you upon, is what he 
ſays concerning the Heuſtoud Bread Trade. 
The Principle on which the Table of Aſſize is 
made is this, vix. That a Quarter of Wheat 
ſhall make thirty nine Stone ten Pound of 
Houſbold Bread, in this we ngter ; But the 
Gentleman endeavours to prove, that 3 
the aforeſaid Quantity of thirty-nine Stone ten 
Pound of Hauſbold Bread, with the Help of 
the Bran, and ſomething over, by which the 
Baker has ſome Advagtage over and above his 
Allowance of nine Shilliogs / per ' Quarter . 
D ft n enn 


* That all he middling Peo ein this City W 


bother than How/bold Bread is a Fact fo well known, and in 


itſelf fo evident, that it wou d be unpeceflary to enter into 
any Proof it, and that altho Perſons of Eupen, Rank, 
and affluent Fortunes, uſe White or Wheaten at 
own Tables, yet their Servants and Attendants, who are 
much the largeſt Part of the Families of the Great, uſe 
ol Bread only, is a: Truth that 1 believe will not be 
denied, from whence it may N e how very 
inconfiderable the Conſumption of White and Wheatep 
mut be in Proportion to ght pf, Hage Bread, 
+ This is in Oppoſition to the Baker Wag ir BUNS 
a / N. 
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The Foundation'on which he grbunds iu Ap. 


is an Account of a Tryal of a Quar- 


iter of Wheat in his Appendix, made at the 


Work -Houſe in March 1732, and is contained 


in the Copy of a Letter ſaid to be addreſſed: to 
the late Alderman French, when Lord Mayor, 


from a Perſon whoſe Name is omitted; ſuch 
ſort of Evidence one wou'd think wou'd have 
but little Weight, but it muſt be ſuppoſed that 


qu Author is a Gentleman of great Repurati- 
on and Station, for his Pamphlet was read and 
much depended on by many of the Honourable 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons laſtSeſſions 
of Parliament. Thope, however, to convince you 


that this Tryal was a partial one, and by no means 
worthy the Illuſtration that the Gentleman has 


10 ingeniouſly given it;; and in order to this 
it is neceſſary to make two or three Obſerva- 


tions, firſt on the different Value of Wheat in 


dur Markets, which is from two Shillings and 


fix Pence under, to two Shillings and ſix Pence 


over, the middle Price; the beſt Quarter of 
WMheat will make the beſt and moſt Bread, the 


worſt will make the worſt and leaſt Bread. 
Again, pleaſe to obſerve, that Wheat is not 
always bought for the exact Price it is worth, 
for ſome People are more flexible and eaſier to 
deal with FOR others, and all Men do not e- 


v 


. — Wheat of the 


Middle Price will, with the Help of the Bran, make no 
more than thirty-ſeven Stone three Pound, by which they 
ſuffer the Loſs of | the Valve of two Stone ſeven Pounds of 
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6 
qually know what Turn the Market will take; 
ſome Bakers want Corn, and muſt buy on 
that very Day, and leſt they ſhould-loſe their 
Market, do the more eafily ſubmit to the De- 
mand of the Farmer; thus it comes to paſs 
that one Man ſhall buy for leſs than the mid. 


die Price, Corn that is worth more than the 
middle Price, and this we call a good Bar- 


gain, whilſt other Bakers ſuffer by the Alter- 
native. Pleaſe once more to obſerve, that the 


- Bakers do not ſay that a Quarter or forty 
Stone of Wheat will not make the. Quantity of 


Bread, c. ſuppoſed to be it's Produce by the 
Table of Aſſize; but what they ſay i is, that a 
Quarter or forty Stone of Wheat of the 
middle Price will not make it. Now the 
Way. to be ſure that you have Wheat of - the 
middle Price, is by collecting an equal Quan- 
tity out of all. the different Parcels in the 
Market that are expoſed to Sale: Take a 
Quarter of Wheat thus collected, let it be 
ground, and the Miller have his Toll out of i it, 
then dreſs the Meal, that is to ſay, ſeparate 
the Bran, then put to it its due of Barm, 
Salt and Water, make it into Dough, and 
bake it into Bread, then weigh the Bread to 
find how much it has made, and meaſure to 
find the Quantity and Valve, of the Bran. 
Thus, and thus only, you can have an im- 
partial Tryal, and by which it may be faith- 
fully determined what is due to che Publick 
and to the Baker, inc” «of 

„ . Throughout 


1 
f * 
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Throughout the whole procels of this Tryal 


in our Author's Appendix, there are many 


Marks by which one converſant in theſe mat- 
ters can ſee great Partiality; one of theſe can be 


made-evident to Gentlemen : There is not any 
way by which the goodneſs of Wheat can be ſo 
truly aſcertained as by the Weight of it. In 
Page 23 ofour Authorwehave happily the Weight 


of the Wheat per Barrel, ſtrick Meaſure, which 
is 19 Stone 9 Pound and $; now although the 


Wheat of this Year is the beſt and groſſeſt we 
have had for many Years, it may I believe be 


found by Experiment that our middle Fey 


WEED fall very ſhort of that Weight. 


If che foregoing Obattwäden be this, 
which I think is very clear, it plainly follows, | 


that the Tryal in Queſtion, was, as I pro- 
poſed to prove it, a partial one, becauſe 
(ſee page 25 in the Appendix to the Con- 
Federations) the Wheat was not collected out of 
the different Parcels in the Market, but it was 
bought 2 Barrel at 31 Shillings, and one Barrel at 
15 Shillings, That the Loaves in this Tryal did 
not weigh the ſame Weight or agree with one 


in every Batch of Bread that has or ever will 
be baked and that his Bread was ſo burnt and al- 

together under the Weight he intended, is 
owing to this, that he, out of eagerneſs to make 
more Bread than the Quantity of Meal would 


afford, overcharged it with Water, þy which 
9 * 


ansther, is no extraordinary Thing, for it is obo 


1670 
his Dough went ſo weak into the Oven that 
the Heat pierced it immediately, and inſtead of 
baking he burat the Bread; that his Oven 
was not too hot is evident by the ſmall Quan- 
tity of Furs he uſed, all which may fully appear 
by Experiment. I ſhall take my leave 
of this Tryal with one Obſervation to yon, 
that the Hauſhald Bread muſt have . been 
exceeding | cdarſe ſuch as could not be ſold in 
this City, for no Baker here cver thought af 


making 3 mn ach of. Wp 


| As to -what the 1 lays 3s Gaofide 
rations. page 11 in the Notes) with Regard to 
the Flour, che great Profit and Advantage it 
is to the Baker, all, is founded upon the Sup- 
poſition, that it is made into White and 
Wheaten Bread; but if what I have above 
ſaid to you on, that Article be true, chat is to 
ſay, if there be but 14 Bakers in Town that are 
on that Trade, and the Remainder being 116 
in Number have little or nothing to daꝶ to it, 
then albthe Gentleman has ſaid amounts to no- 
thing; that is to ſay, it doth er dt all ad 
the Caſe of the Bakers, un 


ole 
Butt may be alfred, e of All the 


. Flour that is bought by Bakers ? why 1t-B8, to a 


very little, and muſt be expended in making 
Houſbold Bread, and this will be further evi- 
dent by this Obſervation, that Flour is never 
bought in great Quantities, but when 3 Hun- 

dred 


(tz) 

dred and a half can be had for about the middle 
Price of Wheat; and this may be proved by the 
Merchants Account of Sales compared with the 
middle Price of Wheat, which is publiſhed 
Weekly by the Lord-Mayor. Now the Bakers 
always acknowledged 3 Hundred and à half of 
Flour to be equal to a Quarter of middle priced 
Wheat, but our Author inſiſts upon it, that 3 
Hundred of iſt and 2d Flour is equal, or more 
than equal to a Quarter of Wheat; I have 
heard it laid down as an eſtabliſhed Truth, that 
the Whole is equal to its Parts, but I never 
heard it aſſerted before, but on the Subject, that 
a Part was equal to the Whole; you will per- 
mit me to be particular about this, becauſe it 
= ur much inſiſted "upon. | 
A . N ” 0 0 

a Miller takes for his Toll ä 

and Waſte . 0 1 6 

into * W's - oF? 


80 the Baker b from the 
Mill in whole Meal 4. 4 22 


Now, according to our Au-)] 

/ thor's' Method, we will dreſs 

F Ons 0 0 
9 Flour. 2 
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C. qrs. Ibs 
Then there remains to the} 
good of our Quarter ff. 2 22 
Wheat | 
All to the Waſte in Bolting _ .. 
which may be about . 1 


WM And after all there remains 1 2 18. 


Now, how can the Baker have the ſame Profit 
from three Hundred of Flour, as he. can from 
a Quarter of Wheat when he manifeſtly would 
loſe by it x C. 2 qrs. 18 Ib. of his Quarter of 
Wheat? But to make the Bakers loſs by it ſtill 
more evident, let us proceed, and make this 3 
Hundred of Flour into Bread, to ſee how much 
it will make, and in this we will proceed ac- 
cording to Mr. Pearſon's Directions“ in our 
Author's Appendix. 

| ... _- Ib. oz. 
Our 3 Hundred of Flour is 24 o o' 


It takes to wet it y lb. of Barm, In 
Salt and Water to every i. 12 0 0 
Stone of Flour, which is in all 


| | 36 0 0 
We muſt allow for baking it | | 
ke 


1 Ib. 8 oz. to each Stone, 
' which is in all for Baking 


— ä 


And then  youharein Bread but 32 2 0 
| Now 


nem be found, however, that altho' good Flour 
take ſo much wetting, that our Flour made of 
priced Wheat will not ** 


Now the Table of Aſſize, ſuppoſes tiut a 
Quarter, or 40 Stone of Wheat will make 39 
Stone 10 1b. of Bread, and-it is evident by the 
above Operation that 3 Hundred of Flour will 
make but 32 Stone 2 lb. of Bread, fo that it 
comes ſhort 7 Stone 8 Ib. of Bread, the Value 
of which the . Bakers would loſe by every 3 
Hundred of Flour, if to be uſed in the place 
and ſtead of a Quarter of Wheat. Tou will 
pleaſe to remember that we have left behind us 
1C. 2 qrs, 18 Ib. of our Quarter of Wheat, 
no if we had dreſſed this over again, we 
would have got out of it 2 Quarters of 3d 
Flour, this mixed with the 3 Hundred of iſt 
and 2d, would make the Quantity, that is ta 
 fay, 3 Hundred and a half, which the Bakers 
do acknowledge to be equal to a Quarter of 
middle price Wheat; and if we proceed to 
make this Quantity into Bread according to the 
foregoing Operation, it will make 37 Stone 
7 Ib. of Bread; now pleaſe to caſt. your Eye 
upon the State of the Caſe of the Bakers, and 
you will find there is but 4 Ib. difference be- 
tween what the Bakers ſet forth to be the Pro- 
duce of a middle price Quarter of Wheat in 

Bread and Bran, and this ' Produce in Bread 
of. Hundred and a half of Flour. This makes 
ir evident, and eſtabliſhes this Truth, that no 


leſs than 3 Hundred and a half of Flour is equal 
Quarter of middle price Wheat. 


in Value to a 
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| "Box this Affair has hoes exeflend by Gen- 
tlemen, as a National Concern, it has been 
thought, that the Diſcouraging the Importati- 

on of Flour, may be an Advantage to the 
Country, how that may be, is a Queſtion that 
I will not preſume to enter upon, Conſiderati- 


ons of a National kind, being proper for thoſe 
in a higher Sphere; but as a Citizen, you will 


give me leave to ſay ſomewhat. In a Note, 
Page 10, our Author ſays, That Meal of 
Wheat is not charged by the Act of Exciſe, 
© but is liable te 6 d. a Hundred under the Act 
© of Cuſtoms, but that Flour of Meal of Wheat 
is charged not only with 6 d. a Hundred 
© Cuſtom, but with 6 d. Exciſe ;* now all our 
Imported Flour from England is entered at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, fo as to ſave the 6 d. per Hun- 


dred Exciſe ;, and I will tell you how it came 
to be ſo. A good while ſince, in a bad Year, 


when Bread was likely to be ſcarce, and Wheat 


 cowd not be imported upon ſuch Reaſonable 


Terms as Flour, this was permitted, in order 
to encourage the Importation of Flour, and it 
has continued ſo ever ſince, and for very good 
Reaſon, for if our own. Country People will 


not Plow/and Sow for us, ſhall we give a Mo- 
- nopoly of the Bread of this great and populous 


City againſt the Millers of England, who are 


che miſt powerful Dealers in Corn perhaps in 


the 


— . 
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- Brink of a Famine ; our late worthy Lord Mayor - 


. CS) 
the World, and whoſe Situation is ſo provi- 


dentially adapted to ſupply us. I have ſeen 
this City, within theſe two Years upon the - 


can, I believe, witneſs for the laſt time; and 


throughout the whole Summer we have been 


in fo precarious a way, that all our Tmporta- 
tion of Flour and Wheat from England would 
have been inſufficient, had it not been for the 
plentiful Supplies that were brought in from 
the Balnck. A City ſituated like this, in a 
Corner of the Country, remote as it were from 
its own Lands, crouded with Inhabitants, and 


continually increaſing in its Bulk and Magni- 


tude, ought, one would think, to keep every 
Way open for Supplies of daily Bread: But if 
the Gentleman's Scheme ſhould take Effect, 


that is, if no more than Three Hundred of Flour 


is to be allowed the Baker as equal in Value to 
a Quarter of Wheat, it will certainly prevent 
the Baker from buying it, and will in effect 
amount to a Prohibition either of importing it 
from England or making it in this Kingdom, 


unleſs it be in ſuch Quantities as may be ne- 


eeſſary for Paſtry Cooks and Houſewifery, and 
then I fear it will be found a very difficult 
Matter to ſupply _ populous TE ag 


Per 55 
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Y | Notwithſtanding all We enden is pleaſed 


to ſay in his Additions to his Conſiderations, 


concerning the Table of Aﬀlize, it could be 


. made 


„ 

made fully ro appear, that it is a Calculation 
from a Principle, not a Table laid down and 
eſtabliſhed by the Statute Ma Panis, the 51 
Hen, III. and indeed if you will carefully ob- 
| ferve thoſe Additions of our Author, and com- 
pare them with what he ſays about our preſent 
Table of Aſſize, in Page 5. of his Confiderati- 
ons, you may perceive that there is nothing in 
them but Afriions, and much Inconfitency. 
Bur what will put the Original of our Table 
out of all queſtion, is this, that Alderman Black. 
hall himſelf tells you, in the Title Page of his 
Book of Rules for aſſizing Bread, that © they 
are calculated according to the Statute Afiza 
& Panis, 51 Hen. III. now in Force in Ireland.” 
And in the ſaid Book he ſhews the manner of 
making the Calculation. 


As to the Account the Gentleman gives of + 
the Bakers as a Corporate Political Body, it is 
not of any Conſequence to my Purpoſe ; I 
ſhall only obſerve to you, that every Baker, 
not free, did always in the Memory of every 
one living, and does-to this Day, pay Quar- 
terage to the Corporation. The Gentleman in 
Page 5, takes Notice, that from the Time that 

| Alderman George Blacthall made the preſent 
Table of Aſſize with the Allowance of 65, per 
| 3 the Year 1729 or 1730, the Ba- 

B 


kers 


The Table of Aﬀſize is not confined to fix Shillings 
1 25 bar is adapted to any Allowance the Legifla- 


— to give. 


oh (18) 
kers made no Application during that Period 
for an Addition to their Allowance ; and in- 
deed they had no Occaſion, they had very 

good Reaſon to be ſatisfied with it; for the 
Bakers were not, during that Period, obliged 
to buy their Wheat by the Statute Meaſure, 
but either by the heaped Barrel or as the Wheat 
was brought to Town in Sacks; that is to ſay, 
they agreed with the Country People for what 
was contained in a Sack, as a Barrel of Wheat, 
and, according to the Cuſtom in the different 
came, they bought for and as a Barrel of Wheat 
from 19 Stone, which was the ſmalleſt Quan- 
tity, to 24 Stone, conſidering in the Bargain 
not only the Quality of the Grain, but alſo the 8 
Quantity and Weight of it, ſo that at a Me- 
dium a Barrel of Wheat weighed 2 1 Stone and 
an half; and thus it came to paſs that the mid- 
dle Price of Wheat was formed upon a Quan- 
tity or Quarter of Wheat weighing 43 Stones; 
Now 43 Stones will make in Houſbold Bread 
and Bran the Quantity that the Table of Aſſize 
ſuppoſes it to make, by which Means the Ba- 
ker had the full Allowance which the Law. ins 
tended he ſhould have, Which was, according 
to our Author, 65, per Quarter ; and conſider- 
No 2 — 7 * 5 
| Mage, the Baker dof they ad 7 , Que, the 
o ſay, 8s. in Winter and 65. in Summer, and I can pro- 
duce the Orders of Afize made by the. ſeveral. Lord 
Mayors in the Years 1726, 1727, 1728, and 1729 o 
1 | dig 01 aal of with 
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1 @ 19 
ing that Dublin was then perhaps the cheapeſt 
City in Europe to live in, the Bakers had very 
good Cauſe to be pleaſed with their Allowance, 
and accordingly they exerciſed their Trade to 
the Contentment of 'the People, and the care- 
ful and induſtrious Baker found a reaſonable 
Account in it for themſelves and their Fami- 
lies. Alderman Burrowes was the firſt that at- 
tempted to enforce the Statute Barrel, and 
this was the Beginning of the Bakers Diſtreſs; 
but when Alderman Humpbry French came to 
the Mayoralty, in the Vear 1732, he made 
thorough Work with them, and confin'd them 
to buy their Wheat by the ſtruck Barrel, by 
which they loſt 9 Stone per Quarter of their old 
accuſtomed Meaſure, and then the middle 
Price of Wheat came to be formed upon a 
Quantity or Quarter of Wheat weighing about 
thirty four Stone, and thirty four Stone will 
fall vaſtly ſnhort of making the Quantity of 
Houſbold Bread and Bran, which the Table 
of Aſſize ſuppoſes to be the Produce of a 
Quarter of middle Price Mheat. This put 
tze Bakers into ſuch ruinous Circumſtan- 
ces that they applied to Parliament, and 
prayed for a new Table of Aſſize, which 
was calculated on the Produce of a Quarter, 
or 40 Stone of Iriſh Wheat ; but not knowing 
the Principle upon which the Statute Table 
was ſtruck, and for that Reaſon not being able 
to make out a clear and diſtinct State of their 
| B 2. Caſe, 


(mo) 


| Caſe, and being ele at the Auna tire by 


Alderman French, who was a Gentleman in 
great Credit and Eſteem, and thought to be 
very knowing in thoſe Matters, they did not 
obtain it; but the Legiſlature continued the 
ſame Table of Aſſize, and fixed the Barrel of 
Wheat at Twenty Stone, and gave then 


One Shilling per Quarter, additional Al- 


lowance, as was ſuppoſed; and intended. 
Hence the middle Price of Wheat came to be 


formed upon a Quantity or Quarter of Wheat 


weighing 40 Stone, which was 3 Stone ſhort 
of their old accuſtom'd Meaſure. The ſuppo-—- 
ſed additional Shilling abovementioned being 
hut a poor Recompence in the place of the 

three Stone of Wheat, this put thera into ſuch 
diftreſſed Circumſtances, that they have been 


ever ſince complaining often to the Lord 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen; at length, in 


the Year 1745, the Legiſlature was pleaſed to 
give them another ſuppoſed and intended ad- 


ditional Shilling Allowance, which was 95. per 


"Quarter by the Table, but by Experience they 
found but very little Relief by this Allowance. 


All this time they did not know the Principle 


on which the Table of Aſſize was ſtruck, and 
therefore could not clearly explain the Cauſe 
of their Grievances: But by the following Eſti- 
mate it will appear, theſe intended Shillings, 
and indeed every Shilling ſaid to be allowed to 
E 2g will amount to no more than about 


. ; 8d. 
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a, pas 6D gn 
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tie 8. lb. 

The Table of Allie ſuppoſes that a 0 

Quarter of Wheat will make 4p. 10 
Houſhold Bread 


| The Bakers propoſed to prove, al, 


a Quarter of Wheat of the middle. 
| Price will make no more, including ( 37 3 
the Value of the Bran, than — 
80 that the Baker is deficient of the geek 
Quantity of Bread he * 25 7 
_ have — | 


It may not however be quite 3 this pen 
ticular Year, as the Wheat is © good. if 


Now, for the lake of even Quantities, ap- 
roſe Bread to be 12 Pounds for a Shilling, or, 
. - which is the ſame Thing, one Penny a Pound, 

then the ahove Deficiency. of 2 Stone ) Pound 
is worth 25. 11d. which ſubſtract from the g. 
Allowance, and you will find it to be but 65. 

1d. now divide this by 9, the Number of Shil- 
| lings, and it will give you 8 d. and a Fraction; 
by which it plainly follows, that what is laid 
to be one Shilling Allowance to the Baker, is 


no more than 84. and a Fraction. Add to 


this, that qur Corn for theſe ſix Years paſt has 
been extremely bad on account of the wet 


Keaſgus, and en the laſt Tear, and 


B 3 from 
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from: the exceſſive Riſe on every Neceſſary for 
the Support of a Family, and the dearneſs of 


Furze, it is no Wonder then that ſo many Ba- 
kers have failed, and others quitted the Trade, 
and that the Remainder have ever ſince been 
camplainingy! and m in the e of it. 


may be work obſerving to n i in | 
rrative/ the Gentleman gives of the Ba- 
kers, and their ſeveral Applications to the Go- 


1 


vernment, before any Act was made in re- 


land to regulate their Trade, that when they 
applied to them for Redreſs they always ob- 
tained it; but in a ſhort time after the Ad- 
vantage was again taken from them by the 

Magiſtrates of the City; and ſince the Legi- 
ſlature have taken Notice of our Affairs, they . 


have permitted the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men to augment our Allowance, but they will 
not on any account do it, be the Diſtreſs or 
Neceſſity of the Baker ever ſo apparent; but 1 


ſhall not take upon me to give * for 
their Conduct towards WT. | 


The Gentleman 8 Canusa on | hs Aa: 
vantage the Bakers may make by fraudulent 


and ſecret Truſts between them and the Meal. 
Men, ſhews that he has taken but little Pains 


to be informed about the Manner of keeping 
the Aſſize: The Corn is all entered in the 


Preſence of the Lord Mayor with punctual 
Exgcinels ; the an appear themſelves, 


and 


8 


* 
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and enter all their Com upon + Gi and the | 
they get a Ticket to take it but of the Mar- 
ket: The Bakers enter none, but the Corn 
Which they buy is entered by the Farmer or 
Merchant, and if the Lord Mayor ſuſpects any 
unfair Dealings, he ſwears them ke Truth. _ 
of the Return. Our late Lord Mayor, Sir 
Charles Burton, did by Proclamation order the 
| Bakers, to make Returns of the foreign Corn 
which they bought, but it was immediately 
found to be needleſs, as he could very ſafely 
depend on the Veracity of the Merchants, 
who are Men of Probity and Opulence, f he 
dropp'd it: In the ſame Proclamation he gaye 
large Encouragement to diſcover if any Corn 
was privately delivered to Bakers, but there 
was not one Information made; indeed all 
Dealers in Wheat are well apprized, that they 
are ſubject to the Penalty of 55. per Barrel for 
not entering Corn, or for not bringing the 
Country Corn into the Market: Now how can 
it be ſuppoſed that the Baker, though he was 
ever ſo much inclined to have it ſo, could pre- 
vail on a Merchant or Farmer to run the 
Riſque of fo ſevere and ſcandalous a Penalty; 
or if there was really any thing of this Sort do- 
ing, how could the Multitude of City Conſta- 
bles be more profitably employed than in ma- 
king Informations; the Avenues of the City 
are not ſo many but they may eaſily be watch- 
ed, and a Cargo of Wheat cannot be ſtolen 
into the City, Upon the whole, I do not 
6! | e 


Frauds, 
let it be put in the Bakers Power to live by ho- 


. | 0 24 ) BY 
think what the Gentleman ſays upon this Sub- 
ject is fair; for he ſhould not inſinuate what 
he cannot prove ; and if the Laws are ineffec - 
tual to prevent theſe or any other Kind of 
Legiſlature may amend them; 


neft Labour and Induſtry, and let them ſuffer 


Ns they uſe any other nn | 


By a Calculation the Gade; N 


8 age 17.) he concludes, that the Bakers bave 
nun annual Profit of 331501. but if the Princi- 


ples or Foundation from which he draws his 
Concluſions be wrong, this and all other his 


Concluſions muſt be ſo too. 


f But the 8 has made a De deer 


| 5 fight even in this Matter, for he has forgot to 


take out the Bakers Expences, which muſt be 

as ſarely paid for as the Corn of which the 
Bread is made, and will amount to 24000/. 
and upwards of the Money. Whether this be 


really an Overſight, or whether he left it 6 on 
purpoſe, to ſurprize his Reader with ſo large a 

Sum, I will not take upon me to determine; 

but Furze, Barm, Salt, Mens Wages, Shops, 


and Bake houſes, cannot be had in "yp ww 
without Money. | 


e takes Notice lee Wie Mans; the ie. 
Poor are chiefly to bear the Burthen of the 


large * that he — the Bakers 
have 


„ (25) 
have by their Trade, This looks as if the 
_ Gentleman ſeldom viſited thoſe Parts of the 

Ton where the Poor inhabit, and that he 
does not know the Uſe of this Set of Deal- 
ers which he ſo often mentions, I mean 
the Meal-Men; for it is with them, and 
not with the Bakers, that the Poor deal: 
By the Meal-Men they. are ſupplied' with 
Wheaten, Bear, ag Peas, and Oatmeal, 
of which they . make their own Bread, and 
- bake it at the common Ovens, or on Grid- 
dles; and when Potatoes are cheap, the Meal 
Men have but little Trade, for our 27 75 moſt· 


h live upon them. 


There are many other lids of of ts 
Gentleman which I would gladly take No- 
tice of, but this Letter is already come to 
ſuch a Length, and the Subject being no 
way entertaining, that I am afraid I have 
trreſpaſſed too much 6n your Patience; but 

I hope I have made it evident to you, 
that if the Bakers make it appear that there 
are but fourteen Bakers in this City that 
make White and Wheaten Bread, and that 
te remaining Number, being one hundred 
and ſixteen, do make but a Trifle in that 
way, that then all our Author has faid of 

the great Profit and Advantage of that Trade 
15 e e e een it doch 
not fie their Caſe, - 
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That | 
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That all 8 8 . concerning the 
great Profit on the Houſbold Bread, Trade be- 
ing founded on a partial Tryal, concludes no- 
e the Caſe of the Bakers. 


That three Hundred of Flower being ba. a 2 


F Part of a one of G cannot be er 
to it. | | 


bat if no more was to = * to the 
Baker than three Hundred of Flour as equal to 
2 Quarter of Wheat, it would amount to a Pro- 
hibition either of importing it from abroad or - 


OY it at . 


| That duch a Prohibition would pa this | 

City to the Calamity of a Famine, by giving 
a Monopoly of it's Bread againſt the Millers 
of England, who are the. greateſt Dealers in 
Corn. in the World, and who are ſo provi- 
1 ſcituated for o our Relief. 


That our r Table of Afſſize is a Calculation 


auf by Alderman George Blackball, who was 


Lord Mayor in the Tear 1694, on the Ordinance 
in the Statute Af. Pan, * 51 Hen. 3. - 


MX That 1 the ſaid e Blackball' 
| Time to the Year 1728 the Bakers were con- 
tented in the Exerciſe of their Trade, they 
having upon an Avarage 43 Stone as a Quar- 
ter of Wheat, which will make the Quantity 
op 4 | of 
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of Bread "that the Table of Aſſize ſuppoſes 
that a Quarter of Wheat will produce. 


That notwithſtanding their Allowance was 


then but 6 or 7 5. a Quarter, as they reallygot ſo 
much, they had good Reaſon for their Con- 
tentment, - Proviſions and all things neceſſary 


to the Support of a Family being to be me 


on very reaſonable Terms. 


That in the Year 1728 Alderman 3 
began to diſtreſs the Bakers, by endeavouring 
to enſorce the Act to buy Wheat by the Struck 


Barrel. 


That in the Year 1732, A0 French 


did compleat the Diſtreſs of the Bakers, by - 


ſtrictly confining them to the Strick Barrel, 


by which they Joſt 9 Stone of their old ac 


cuſtom'd Meaſure. 


That the Legiſlature did upon this fix tbe 


Quarter of Wheat at 40 Stone, and gave the 
Bakere a nominal 8 5. Allowance per Ts 


That by this AR they loft 3 Stone p 
ter of their old accuſtom'd Meaſure. 


That in Conſequence of this they have been 
ever ſince complaining, and altho* the Legii- 


lature did in the Year 1945 give them gs. 


nominal Aonugee, they are but little the bet 


der 
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data Shilling ſaid to be given te 
the Baker is but 8 d. ſome what move or leſs, 
ng to the high * Price of Wheat. | 


eee dificak, if act img 
ble; for the Baker to make any Advantage by 
an unfair Connection with the Neal N 
Morchaou, ;r Farmers. . | T 


- That our . 
Caleulation of the annual Profit of the Bakers, 
. —— 7-26 (ppteneing 


| "That hes a e forgot the Uk 
of the Meal Men, whem he often mentions, 
ind chat they, and e e 
ger e e ee e e 


Doo the Whole, the Den donate | 
than to have a reaſonable Allowance fixed and 
determined on the true Produce of a Quarter 
of middle priced Wheat, made up by a Col 
lection of all the different Parcels in the 
Market, and they are ready and willing to 
give all Aſſiſtance in making a Tryal, and 

ſuch Bakers as may be thought fit to attend 
ſuch Tryal, are willing to be put under the 
moſt ſolemn Engagements to ſee we" wr 
be dene. There are beſides many of 
good Reputation in this City who formerly 
| n ee | 

| Account 
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Accomein the ſame, tans left i N end ach 
having no Intereſt in it themſelves, it is humbly 
propoſed: that ſome of them are well qualified 
to attend with any Gentlemen that may be 
appointed to make a Tryal, and to ſee that 
Juſtive be done bet ween the Publick and the 
Bakers. It is certain that the Publick will 
have a great Advantage in making a Tryal 
chis Seafon, as the Wheat is much better and 
more productive of Flower now than it has 
been for many Years paſt. Indeed the Bakers 
do deſerve to be conſidered with ſome Ten- * 
derneſs on account of their Sufferings the laſt _ 
Year, for it is manifeſt that the Grain was ſo + 4 
weak and ſhrivelled that it afforded but a 
very poor Yield of Flower, and I am certain I 
that there is not a Baker in Town but who” 9 
r 
* n Wane. 


Foes Character of the Generality of the” 
Bakers I would preſume to refer; to our late 
Chief Magiſtrate Sir Charles. Burton, as he is 
a Gentleman fully acquainted with our Con- 
duct. He entered into his Office determined ; 1 

to find out and puniſh thoſe: Frauds that we are "2 
' » ſuſpected to he guilty of; for he appointed a "Mi 
large Market Jury and offered extraordinary 
Rewards to any who would detect us, and was 
himſeif | eftremely; vigilant and active, daily 9 
viſiting out Shops, and cloſely attending the 2 
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1858 tener unfair Practices in the boying 
and entering of Whear; it is true, he got ſome- | 
times light and bad Bread, perhaps ' among a 
| few abondoned Tradeſmen, who neither have, 
nor know the Worth of a Character, and are 
ijnſenſible of the Pleaſure, which a fair and ho- 
neſt Tradeſman finds, in making good and 
lawful Goods. But I am perſwaded from his 
ſtrict Regard to Truth and Juſtice, he 
will ſay of us, that we deal fairly in the 
Markets, and that we ſipply the vor with 
| * Bread, and 8 Eg e 


| 
'F bar FI hinted, chat this City was in 

Ii of ſuffering the greateſt - Diſtreſs for 
want of Bread, his late Lordſhip became timelß 
apprehenſive of this, and af lengib found it ne- 

* _ ceffary'to conſult with the Bakers, about Mea- 
ſures to be entered upon to encourage an im- 
portation of Corn, without raiſing it to an im- 
moderate Price; he is ſenſible that the 
Bakers fubinitted" to, and concurred” -with 
him in every Scheme, ſometimes carefully con- 
_"cealing, and at other times expoſing to the 
Merchants the ſcantineſs of the Stocks of Meal 
and Corn on our Hands, by which means we 
kept our Prices at an even Rate; never ex- 
ceeding 24 Shillings, nor lower than 22 3 and 
thus the Merchants were encouraged in the 


Trade, and the Publick plentifull/ ſupplied, 
on very reaſonable Tertns, conſidering what 
might have been the Caſe, if a Clamour was 


n 

raiſed, and our Diſtreſs fully known. I am 
aſhamed to have detained you with fo long a 
Letter, but the Circumſtances are ſo many that 


I could not avoid it; and indeed F have omit- 


ted ſome Arguments of great weight, to ſhew 
the Expediency, even to the City and Nation, 
of granting us Relief. But from v hat has been 
ſaid, I would with great Submiſſion hope for 
your Protection and Support, [whilſt the Truth 
of the foregoing Obſervations and Facts may 
be the Subject of the Conſideration uf the 8 5 


nourable Houſe * e * Bo ne 193, 
- 172 25 the «: 

1 met band ie; 

Nov. 13th. Ms, | 
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INC E this Leiter was ſent to the Preſs, 
much has been ſaid by ſome Gentlemen 


7 of the Board of  Aldermen' concerning four 


Tryals that were made by Alderman Da- 
mel Cooke, when he was Lord Mayor, and 


done by Sir George Ribton, Knight, during 


his Mayoralty. I am perſuaded, from your 
known Regard to Juſtice, that you will not 
be * by any Aſſertions concern- 


ing 


BY ths ) | 
ing theſe Tryals: ei as; Gon | 
will pleaſe to publiſh them, or put Copies of 
them into the Hands of the Maſter of the Ba- 
kers for that Purpoſe, it will then be made ap- 
pear how far they millitate againſt, or on 
the contrary how far they may concur in ſup- 
porting the Caſe of the Bakers. Indeed the 
publiſhing of theſe will make it further evi- 
dent, that the Tryal which is the Subject of 
the foregoing Sheets, was not an impartial one, 
becauſe neither of theſe Gentlemen made near 
the Quantity of Bread on middle priced Wheat 
as was made in that Tryal, and fell ſhort of it 
— —_ 
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